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TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPEF VL 
M. lohn Hutton Eſquier, Zeorge Gifford wi. 
ſheth health and increaſe of 
wotſhip, 
T is more then halfe a 
yeare (Right worſhipfull) 
ſince I handeled this Pa- 
rable of the Sower, in a 
APE Scrmon at London. Be- 
Ling inſtantly vrged by a 
friend whiche hearde mee, to put it in 
writing, although I was very vnwilling, 
for ſundrie conſiderations, yet J made 
fome promiſe if leaſure ihould ſerue. Af- 
terward when I would very gladly haue 
ben releaſed at her hands whomel pro- 
miſed, I coulde by no meanes obteine it. 
I haue therefore at the laſte fo nigh as L 
could, ſet downe in writing,that whiche 
then vttered in ſpeaking, Iknewe that 
I hanc omitted ſome thinges in the par- 
ticular applications, and exhortations 
which I made: & alſo I haue added ſome- 
what whiche eyther then came not to 
minde, or elſe time did not ſerue to han- 
dle. I am bolde to preſent and dedicate 
this my poore trauell vnto your wor- 
ſhip, moued thereto with divers reſpects 
as thinking my ſelfe in ductic bounde, 
Aa), not 


The Rpiſtle Dedicatoriè. 

not onely with this common and gene- 
rall bonde that ye are one whiche long 
time haue ptofeſſed the glorious Goſpell 
of Ieſus Chriſte : but wit h diuers more 
ſpeciall, whiche ate ſo well knowen vnto 
you, that it ere needeleſſe for mee to re- 
cite them: only thus much, ſeeing; 1 was 
borne & brought vp vnder you, my pa- 
rents receiuing benefites daily ſrom you, 
I thinke Lought, when as I am not able 
to make any tecompence, at leaſt to ſhew 
ſome token of a gratefull minde. But eſ- 
pecially J am mooued herevnto, with 
conſideration of the greateſt bleſsing 
whiche all my kinred haue enioyed by 
you now ſo long. in prouiding and pro- 
cuting their ſpirituall inſtruction. I pray 
you accept of my good will, and account 
of mee as one that prayeth to the Lorde 
for you, that he will multiplie & increaſt 
hz good giftes ſtill in you, to the glorie 
of I1s holy name, the benefite of his 
Churche, and your endeleſſe comforte in 
Ieſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Yours fot euer to command in ihe· Lord. 


George Gifford, 


TA SERMON VPON THE 
Parable of the Sower. 


Mat. 13. 


I I N that day Ieſus wente out of the 

houſe and ſate by the Sea fide, {! 

2 And there was gathered vnto him a 
multitude, ſo that he entred into a ſhip, 
& ſate downe,and the whole multitude 
{toad on the ſhoare, | 

3 And he ſpake many things vnto them 
by Parables, ſaying: Beholde a Sower 
went forth to ſowe, | 

4 Aud as hie ſowed, ſome ſeedes fell by 
the way ſide: and the foules came and 
eatc them vp. 

5 Other fell vpon ſtonie ground, where 
they had not much earth, and by & by 
they ſprang vp; becauſe they had not 
depth of earth, 

6 And when. the Sun roſe they were, 
parched,and becauſe they had no roote 
they withered. | 

7 Other fell amonge thornes, and the 
thornes grew vp and choked it. 

8 Other fell into good grounde, and 
brought foorth fruite, one ſeed an hun- 
dreth ſolde, another ſixty, another thir- 

I | A. ili. 9 He 


A Sermon on the 
g Hee that hath eares to heare , let him 


heare, 


>| Lthongh the Jewes, at 
uche time as our Dani- 
our Chꝛiſte came into the 
| p —— the wooꝛde ol 
TWIN) among them:and had 
| 2 alſo the temple and Sina · 
gogues where they heard p ſame reade x 
expounded: yet their tate. was very mis 
ſerable,foz Chaift ſaith, they wer as ſheep 
without a ſhepheard ; becauſe their tea- 
chers, p Scribes & Phareſtes, being choa 
ked with conefonfneſſe, 4 puffed vp with 
vaine glozie, were become ſtark naught, 
co:rupt in manners, and coꝛrupting the 
woꝛd with their fond gloſes: t heir teach- 
ing alfo was ſv cold, with ſo little pow⸗ 
er euen in v which they taught truely, g 
the people had no gr eat liſte to heare tbe. 
But when John Baptiſt the fozerunner 
of Ch2iſt , was raiſed bp to publiſhe the 


beginning of the Goſpell, 8 to pzepare þ 


wap foꝛ p Lobe: he like a fouhding and 
ſhꝛill Trumpet, with the power of his 
woꝛd ſhooke their hearts, t rowſed their 
dꝛoboſines, ſo p frb his time * 


4 
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Parable of the Sower. 


of heauen ſuffred violence, When Chꝛiſt 
Jeſus himſelfe vffercd his voice in þ2ea» 
ching, and his diuine power in woꝛking 
wonders, ther appered ſuch a wonderfn!l 
maieſtie in his pzrſon?, as did amaze the 
hearers:wher vpon his fame was noyſed 
far and nere, ſo pᷣ they tame running out 
of all quarters of p land by heapes, foꝛ to 
fee t heare him,they ſcemed to fozget the - 
ſelues e their ſtate, in leaning al woꝛld⸗ 
ly affaires, as þ huſbandme their plough, 
þ Artificers their craftes t ſciences, fol- 
lowing him info p wildernes with their 
wines « their childzen laggering at their 
beles,ſogreat was their zeale . So that, 
as befoze almoſte all did periſhe in ᷣ̊ mt- 
ſerable ſtate they were in: now if ſeemed 
p the greateſt part, oꝛ at [eff an innume- 
rable multitude did with ſuch? care im - 
brace þ heucnly doctrine, as Þ tbey ſhuld 
be moff happyt come fo eternall life: but 
this was other wiſe, foꝛ our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt 
ſheweth herre, p of this gret heap t rable⸗ 
met of people, p were ſo zealons, and tra⸗ 


ue lled fo far fo heare him, ther wer thze& 


parts which did not p2ofit by his docrine 
but cofinued Kill damned e fozlozre tre- 
K. iii. aturcs 
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fures, onely one parfeiof foure, are true 
ſchollers, And becauſe we be ranke hipo- 
ctifs,p2one t redie to deceiue our ſelues, 
Chꝛiſt Jeius layeth open the matter ſo 
plainly, 8 in ſo familiar a kinde of teach⸗ 
ing. ÿ vnles we wilfully blind our ſelues 
we cannot but ſee how the caſe ſtandsth 
in cuerp of vs, each man in himſelke: foꝛ 
hee taketh a iimilitude from a ſower of 
cone, which going and caſting his [ied a⸗ 
bxꝛoad, it lighteth vp an ſundzic kindes ol 
groũd, ſome falleth by p waye fide, where 
the path is trampled & beaten ſmooth, E 
hard by mens fœt, is made like a paue- 


ment. there it Iycth.aboue p ground al⸗ 


together vncoüered, the Foules come 
by and by and picke it vp. 
Some falleth into ſtony ground 02 roc- 


3 


kic, oꝛ as S. Luke ſaieth vpon a rocke: 


wwyere there is a little thin cruſt of earth 


1: top, and ſome mapſture in which the 


ſc:d is a little to uered: e becauſe Þ carth 


hich doeth couer it is but ſhallowe, it 
ſpꝛingeth vp quickly s bzanchzth, and is 
freſh 8 greene, j being ſo god, ſeemeth to 
bt fozward co2ne, 2 ſuch as would yulde,, 
to the daß dandman a plentifull harueſte: 


but 


MTS * .%. a 3A My S 5 + - 
u 


— 


— 


— 


Parable of the Sow¾er. 


but becauſe the roote tannot ſpꝛeade it 
ſelfe deepe inough to ſucke iuyce out of 
the grounde ſoz the nouriſhement of the 
blade, when the parchinge heate of the 
Dunne lighteth vppon it, then it is dzy- 
ed vp, and ſco2ched, and dyeth, and neuer 
bꝛingeth foꝛth fruite, Some other doeth 
fall amonge thoꝛnes: there is deapth of 
carth fo2 the ſeede to grobe, ſo that pt 
zingeth vp, and not onelp a blade, but 
alſo a ſtalke, and commeth ſo farre as to 
haue the care : but the thoznes grows 
bp with it, ouerſhadowe and choake it, 
in ſomuch that the Coꝛne in the eare, can 
not haue the benefit of þ Sunne to make 
it ripe: therefoze the kruite that it ſee⸗ 
meth to bzinge foꝛth commeth ta naught. 
Some other ſedes fall into god ground, 
and grow vp, and bzinge foozth ſeaſona⸗ 
ble fruite, one karnell an bundꝛeth. ano⸗ 
ther ſixtie, another thirtie, This is the 
Parable. Nowe fo2 the meaning of it, 
wee are not to ſeeke farre, neither to gos 
by coniccures,fo2 Chꝛiſte himſelfc doeth 
expound and inter pꝛete euerie parte of it 
a little after in this Chapter: A nede not 
but to lay open his Cxpoſit ion. 
A. v. The 
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Che ſed? is the wooꝛde of God:the ſow- 
er of it is the Þ2eacher and publyſher 
of the ſame : fo} as the Do wer doty fill 
his hand and ſo caſfeth it abꝛoade vppon 
the ground, not letting it ſeede by ſeede, 
82 chooſing a plate foꝛ euerie ſcede , but 
where it lighteth: euen ſo the pꝛeacher 
doth caſt foꝛth the woꝛde among the peo · 
ple, and looke howe the ground is into 
which it falleth, ſo doeth it pzoſper : foꝛ 
your hearts are the ground vppon which 
it is caſte: you that are the hearers and 
amonge whome the ſeede is ſowen, haue 
everie one a hearte which is one of theſe 
foure ſoꝛtes of grounde, vppon which the 
feed falleth:and becauſe the ſed hath been 
is ſkill daily ſowen among ye, Ithinke 
this parcell of Scxipture ts verie fit and 
agreable, euen as a fonchſfone fo euecie 
one fo tris himſelfe withall, whether he 
haue rightly embꝛaced the Goſpet!, and 
to his ſaluation : fo2 what a ſottiſhneffo 
were this, when we hane ſo inſt x plaine 
à rule, not to meaſure our ſelues with 
if. But gopng on ,on,nothinge confider 
whether wee bee not one o7 thole th2ce 
euill (oztes of ground, which _ the 

eede, 
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fcede,but bꝛing fozth no fruite, thinking 
wee be well if we p2ofeſſe the Goſpell oz 
heare it, after anye ſoꝛte. Let vs goe foꝛ - 


warde: thoſe which receyue the ſeed bs 


the waye fide, are they which heare ths 
woꝛde and doe not bnderſtand it, then 
commeth the euill one, oꝛ as Saint Luke 
ſateth, the Dinell, and taketh it awaye 
from their hearte. Jn theſe firſte kinde of 
hearers, wee haue fo obſerue, howe that 
their heartes being hard and ſmosth lyke 
a path that is trampled and beaten with 
mens feet the woꝛd hath no entrance. but 
lpeth aboue vncouered: fo2 like as when 
a man caſteth an handefall of cozne vpon 
a berp hard + \moth path, it is all one as 
if it were caſfe vpon a pauement: ſo alſo 
thꝛough þ cuſtom and deceitſulnes of ſin⸗ 
ning þ diuel hath made the barts of thele 
vnmetet to receine the heneniy (8ed of the 
wo2d:e lok how pe ſee Crows and other 
foules follow the heeles of the Sower, ta 
pick vp and deuoure ſuch karnels as dog 
Ip vncouered:in like maner do the dinelg 
come like greedy foules info the aſſemb- 
lies, where the wozd of Ood is pꝛeached, 
to take it awaye from the heartes of the 

peoplz 
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people, that ic may not grow there. This 
peraduenture will ſeeme Uraunge to 
ſome, that Satan ſhoulde haue anpe en- 
traunce into the Chur ch amonge Gods 
a when they be about the 

and moſte holy ererciſes of hearing 
the woꝛde and of pꝛaper. Howe ſtraunge 
ſoeuer it may ſœeme, and ho we manye ſo⸗ 
tuer haue beene,02 be of 5 fonde and dol⸗ 
tiſhe opinion, fo thinke that the Diuell 
bath nothinge to doc with them, oꝛ com⸗ 
methnot neere them, when they bee a- 
bout theſe holye thinges: wee are to bes 
leeue Chꝛiſt who tcllcih vs the confrary: 
and we are wiſely to conſider, that when. 
wwe are nigheſt that which ſhould do our 
ſoules good, then is this enemie readieſt 
at hande, and doeth moſte buſely beſtir re 
him. It this were not vttered by oure 
Sauiour Chzilt bimſelfe, we might wö⸗ 
der, and fo2 nine owne parte 1 woulde 
not ceaſe wondering to ſee manpe hea- 
rers which carrie away almoſt nothing, 
which is to any purpoſe: let a man tell 

e ſtoꝛie in a woꝛloly matter, they 
bus wit inough ta recite it in oꝛdor as 
caine, and to kœpe it in remembꝛaunce 
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a long time after: bat let the Pꝛeather 
ſpeake neuer ſo plaine, although they (i 
and loke him in the face, vet if ye ens 
quire ot them ſo ſone as they be onf af 
the Church doꝛes, ve ſhal eaſily perteiut 
that (as the common ſaying is) it went 
in at the one eare, and out at the other. 
They will lay peraduenture, after thts 
manner, it was a god Sermon, J wold 
we could follow it, he ſaide very wells 
bee is a perfect ready man in the Pul- 
pet. Wut aſke, what docrine did he han⸗ 
die: Chen are they at a pauſe,” and ſet 
at a dead lift. Thep will make this any 
fwere: we are not able to carry aways 
ſo much as other tan, neuertheleſſe wee 
hope that we be as god toward God, as 
they that carry away moſte. They will 
alſo confeſſe that the woꝛde of God is 
god, and that we ſhoulo be ruled by it. 

Let vs therefoze dearely beloned, (if we 
deſirenof to be of the number of theſe) 
marke well the ſubtil ſleights, and pol⸗ 
licie of the Diuel, how he handleth and 
tonuepeth the matter with this kinde of 
people. There is no doubt of this , buf 
oy if he can he will dꝛawe away the 

minde 


A Sermon on the 


minde from comming fo the Sermon, 
one pelting lette oꝛ other muſte come in 
the wayc : il there be no woꝛldly b uſi⸗ 
neſſe to be done: then a paire of cardes 
oʒ tables oz ſome honeſt recreation, it 
would be nowe no god ciuilitie to parte 
companye when friendes are met toge- 
ther, this is the ſureſt ways if if maye 
be obtained: but what if he faile here- 
in They come to the place where the 
ſeede ſhalbe ſo wen, ſt down, and minde 
fo heare : then the next way is to come 
with them, and to attende at their elboe, 
ſeeking how to depꝛiue them of the woꝛd. 
Nowe his beſt way is to bꝛing them a⸗ 
leepe becauſe they were then as god bes 
abſsnt: oz ints a ſlumber, that they maye 
heare onelp a ſonnd and a confuſes hum⸗ 
ning, without any perſeuerance of the 
things vttered: oz els when they hears 
any perfect ſentence, oꝛ a few ſentences, 

know not why they be vttered, be⸗ 
tauſt they heard not that which went be» 
foze, @uch as are not ſo dꝛouſie headed, 
being wakeſull, he ſeketh ſtill to connep 
ſome thoughtes into their minds, wheres 
aboates they may be occupied, and w_> 
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bnderffanving dꝛawen away: the minds 
of a man beeing light and inconſtant, if 
he can put in but one motion, it oftens 
times dꝛaweth with it ſo manye linkes 
as make vp a whole chaine, in themcane 
time the Pꝛeacher goeth on, and he vn⸗ 
derſtandeth not what was (aide, and ſo 
when his mind refurneth,he can haue ng 


| ſound knowledge of the thinges vttered, 
but a confuſed opinion: into theſe by 


thoughtes, men are oftentimes bzought, 
even by occaſion of ſome wozde oz ſen1« 
tence which they heard bffered, and are 
caried ſo far, Þ they cannot of long tima 
reconer their minde to bzing it againe to 
the matter. Seing this great daunger, toe 
ought when we come to heare Gods 
woꝛd taught, ko make accoũt that we gog 
about a very hard wozke. p; we goe to en⸗ 
coũter w ſatan hand to hand, who ſeketh 
then moſt buſily to teal away nar hart: g 
he may make ; woꝛd fruitles in vs, and 
cauſe vs to ſinne grenouſly againſt God, 
There is no one man which maketh con 
ſciece ofhearing the wo2d rightly, wbich 
ſetting theſe things together. the reuerecg 
we owe vnto it, p ſtedines of our minde, 
which 
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which bbs vpon it, and the tare 0 
kepe it, but will eaſily graumt that it is 
as hard and painfall a traue l to do this, 
as fo2 the man that woꝛketh in the ſo⸗ 
reft bodily labour. Here is theretoze a, 


teffon foꝛ cuery man to app!p to himſelf! 


when he is going to heare the worde, to 
thinke J am nowe going about a great 
worke, J chart be to weake if the Lo 


God do not mightely allit mer: fog, 


J am not to ſit dywne there at eale, but 
to wiaſtle and ſtruggle with the Div: 
net, e with all the coꝛruptions ol mine 
owne geh and hardnel of my heart: 
that my minde mape he kept ſedfaſt! 
bpon the wozve, that 1 map reteiue it 
with n . t feare, as the worde 
or te great and gloꝛious Hob: not to 
iige of it mine own plea ſure, but 
trane wife dime from the Lozde: not t 
heare it and fo let it go, but to kæp it as 
a moſt p ꝛetidus Jewell locked vp in mx 
eart, that J may guide my ſelfe theres 
y. And woe ſhall be a great deale the ra⸗ 
ther moued to this viltzence, if we ton⸗ 
fider what a tompanion we carte about 
with" vs, and what a gueſt welodge 
withall 


| 


þ LH w' $H _— == — is, an tw * 


rr ite ® oo env then Ta Fad. 3 4. ode 3 a... * envi Mo 
C 4 - . „ 447 as F * - 6d * , , 


— = 4 - 


Parableof che Sowet; 


withall, when we be ſuch as heare the 
wo2dzand doe not kepe it. F02 Chꝛiſte 
tclleth vs that it is the dinell which do⸗ 
eth this: whiche as a greedy Fowtle des 
noureth tho ſebe which pas ſowen in 
dur hearte: if any make none account to 
pauo him poſſeſſing their minde, harde⸗ 
ning their hearts againſt the woꝛd: then 
let them continue in their ſloth to hears 
with d2owſie minds, to hcare t not to 
vnderſtand:to regards the holy woꝛd, but 
| as the woꝛd ef a man:to make little ac⸗ 
count to keepe it. But if be thinke it a 
moſt miſerable thing to haue ſo filthy a 
beaſt, and ſo foule a ſpirit to lodge in his 
b:eft:if he thinke it to he a moſt vile ſla⸗ 


* 


: | ery, to be vanquiſhed t onercome of ſo 


hozrible an enimp, to be lead captine & 
kept thzall vnder ſuch a tyzant: then let 
him thinke alſo hows miſerable a thing 
it is to be ſuch a kind of ground as doth 
receive the ſ&de by the way ſide: fo2 vi» 
doubtedly howſoener men ſeeme to defy 
the diuell, and curſe him as though be 
ſhoald not come nigh them, pet ſeeing if 
is no mo2lall man but the Lozbe Jeſus 
Chzilke himſelf, who — vs here — 

\ the 
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the diuel is not onely nigh, but in thefe 
kinde of hearers, tuen hardening their 
heartes, t blinding their eyes, we ovght 
molt conſtantly to beleeue it. Be that 
chal deeply weigh þ eſtate of our church 
at this dap, will ſone be bought to con- 
feſſe,that there be many ol this firſt ſoꝛt 
ol hearers, they ſhall perceive it right 
well by this, that they are not able in 
any wiſe to iudge 02 put difference be» 
twene ſound and ſincere paeaching, and 
vaine pꝛatling:they know not when the 
Pꝛeacher doth miniſter vato the whol- 
ſome fode, e when there is nothing but 
chaffe t winde: pe ſhal heare them highs 
Ip commend ſome Dermon, as a matter 
wozthy to be w2itten in letters of gold, 
wh as in deed it deſerneth not ſo much 
as tobe noted with a coale.J ſpeake not 
of thoſe ſily wꝛetches, which were neuer 
as yet acquainted with pzeaching,foz it 
is no great maruell, though thep be not 
able to diſcerne chalke from cheeſe: oz 
being blind fo2 to iudge of colours, but 
ta ſuch as long time haue ben hearers,y 
pet neuer the wiſer, bicanſe they are not 
able to indge when ſound and neceſſary 
con⸗ 


Parable of the Sower, 


conclufions are dzawne out of þ worde: 
but is al one with them, whether p rea- 
ſon that is made be good oz bad ſtrong 
oꝛ weake: yea further pe ſhał perteine 5 
even a little ſhe w of a reaſon although 
neuer ſo doltich, being againſt true god⸗ 
lineſſe, doth moze pꝛeuaile with them, 
then a multitude of infallible-p;ofs, al- 
though they be neuer ſo ſure: and that 
which is ſo groſe and abſurd that a child 
may laugh at, ſ&meth to them a verye 
ffrong piller to leane to. There nedeth 
no moze when a man pꝛeacheth vnto 
them, but a gloꝛious ſhew of learning,a 
wert ringing voice, maters ſo ſtrange 
and ſtraungciy handeled, Þ they may be 
b:ought into a wonderment of that they 
know not. And Satan hath many chap⸗ 
laines fit fo: this turne, to ſerue þ vaine 
bumoz of ſuch people, : to ſet fo2th them 
ſelues after a põpous ſoꝛt: moze ſieking 
their owne vaine glozy, then the gloꝛie 
of the Golpell, in the conuerſton de the 
people. The ſecond kinde of ground are 
they which receiue the ſ&d vpon þ hards 
rock, wher there is ſome entrance, the 
wozd bath a ſhallow * in them, lo; = 
5. 


A Sermon on the 


it were the top of their heart is ſoff af- 
ter a ſoꝛt, and there it is touered a litley 
t it groweth vp quickly, and ſpzingeth 
freſh they ſeeme to be ſtont and excellent 
p2ofeſſonrs, they bzag of great zeale : a 
man would take them fo be ſincere, ( ſo 
they take themſelucs:but when the Sun 
ariſeth, that is, the firte trial 02 parching 
beat of perſecution,they ſtumble 8 fall as 
wap, and becauſe the wozd had no deepe 
rote in them, it withereth and bzingeth 
foꝛʒth no fruite: theſe alſo are not pꝛołited 
by the K oꝛd of grace, but are ſtill caſt a- 
wapes and damned creatures: in this 
kinde of ground, oꝛ in theſe hearers, if 
we note well, we ſhall ſee that which is 


ſtraunge and wonder full: when Chꝛiſt 


ſapth and feſfificth of them, that they 
receine the wo2d with top © theſe be not 
blaſphemers oz perſetutoꝛs of the wozd: 
they be not contemners whiche regarde 
not at ali to heare it: they come not 
vnder a ſhewe oz pꝛetence as to a thing 
which otherwiſe they haue no care no: 
feeling of, 02 which they delight not oz 
to heare, but how: They receine it with 
155 take ſuch pleaſure therin, x re- 

ur⸗ 
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turning they can ſaye, ſarely this was n 
very notable peece of woozke, t wel han- 
deled, J am glad that J heard it, it doeth 
mee even as much good as my meate, 1 
would go a mile to heare the like again. 
As not this then merueplous and feare- 
full, that a man maye goe thus far, t vet 
be a taſt awap, and a fozlozne wetch: It 
is not a thinge to bee wondered at; when 
the holy ſcriptures giue ſentence againſt 
thoſe traiteraus villaines, which let the - 
ſelues againſt God, and treade down his 
laws:but when God vttercth this ſharpe 
ſentence. againſt this zealous kinde of 
men, it it cauſe-vs not to woonder, vet it 
may make vs to tremble, when we ſee 5 
a man may pꝛoceede thus far in re ligion 
e yet be damned. When wee vnderſtand 
v a man map be zealous, t redy to heare 
pzeaching,vnderſtandeth,carrieth away, 
letteth it grow in his hart, hath ſome top 
in it, and pet neuer the better, abiding 
ſtill vnder the curle. But there be ſome 
Which will obiecte againſt me + lap, this 
is no good manner of teaching, foz p vſe 
of true feaching, is to builde vp and edi⸗ 
fie » faith:but this ſecmeth to take away 
B. in. . the 


A Sermon on the 


the terteintie of faith from all, ſo that no 

man can tell whether hee ſhal-bee ſaned: 

Foz by what meanes can a man make 

a better triall and pzofe of his faith then 

this, that he giueth care to Gods woꝛde, 
vnder ſtãdeth it, carrieth it awap, e toyeth 
in it: at ſuch a mi may bee damned, who 
mae not diſpaire? Jaunſwere with &. 
Paule,1,Cor.10,12,Þee that thinketh bee 
Tandeth, let him take hede he do not fall. 
If the admonition were neceſſary to the 
Coxintiies, it is neceſſary fo2 vs all. One 

of that pꝛincipal ends and vſes of pꝛeach⸗ 
ing, is to giue men warning that they 
do not deceiue thtſelues with euerp kind 
of faith oz iop in the wooꝛde:but to looke 
fo2 good and ſound triall in them ſelues: 
which is not the wape ta bzinge men fo 
diſpaire, but to bꝛinge them to true god⸗ 
lineſſe: to tauſe them to ſhake of ſecuri⸗ 
tie and loſeneſſe in the ſeruice of Ged:to 
beware leaſt their heartes begharde ſtill 
within: it cauſeth men to try themſelues 
leaſt they ſhould bee deceynedby a vaine 
ſhadow of a dead and fruitleſſe faith: fo: 
Chꝛiſt ſayeth,y theſe beleeue (foꝛ ſo it is 
expꝛeſſed by &, Luke the 8.13. (s toye — 
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the wo2d,and pet are damned. Then let 
vs come to the particular applying of 
this pointe: to ſee howe wee are fo deals 
with our ſelues, when pe receiue þ woꝛd 
take hade that pe giue it deapth of earth 
inough, looke that pour heart bee not ſoft 
and pliable inough a little aboue, and a 
hard rocke of ſtone within, but ſee that it 
bee digged and ſoffetied fo the bottome, 
p the wooꝛd may take rote depe inough, 
Alas, what a miſcrable thing is it, when 
Chꝛiſt hath giuen vs warning heere ſo 
plainiye,fo2 a man to bee a zcalous Gol- 
peller , not onely willinge to heare, but 
bath an earneſt defire, and trauaileth to 
heare, taketh pleaſure 4 delight when he 
hcaretb, vet neuertheles, becanſe hee ta⸗ 
keth no heed thereto, his heart within is 
ſo ſtonie, j hee heareth but to his further 
increſe of damnation.Panie think it go⸗ 
eth wel with them when as they recetue 
this teſtimonie from menthee is a ſound 
Pꝛoteſtant, he fauoureth e delighteth in 
p truth, theſe indeed be great tokens of p 
feare of god, but pet we are not fo reſt in 
them :our chiefe dealing is betwene god 
F our heart, that in this thing whether 

V. iiii. our 
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our heart be not harde and rockie, Thoſe 
are a thouſand times huppie, which feele 
meltingheartes e (off affections , ſo that 
Gods woozd doth pearſe into them, and 
cauſcth them to fremble at the mateſtye 
t power ofthe ſame; their tender heart 
doth ſigh and mourae fo2 their iniqnitie. 
As on 5ᷣ contrarie patf,they which make 
no conſcience of inne, but are hardened 
in their affections, althongh they ſeeme 
fo bee in good caſe , yet are they curſed 
and miſerable. Let euerp man therefoze 
that goeth from the Sermon, carrpe this 
with him: J heare by Chꝛiſtes owns 
woꝛds, ß there is a ſtonie ground where 
the ſeede falleth: where it groweth but 
not deepe inough, it ſpꝛingeth vp but doth 
not bꝛinge foꝛth fruite, this is a wofull 
taſe, if q ſhould be in the number of theſe 
fo2 then all my labour is loſt, whiche A 
beſtowe in frequenting Sermons, vea, it 
were much better p J had neuer hearde: 
J fele that J iope in it, J would not fo: 
any thinge but J had he ard it: but Chꝛiſt 
ſaith that the repꝛobate, ſome of them 
doc heare the woꝛd with iop, ſo that if J 
looe not narrowly to mine owne 81 
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I map fo: all this be damned: therefove. 
Imutte not ſatiſffe my ſelfe with this, 
but ſee that J couer the woozde deepe + 
inough,that my heart be ſoftened in ſuch 
ſozte,that AI feele the r dote goeth deepe, 
pea, ſo deepe, that it tan neuer bee roofed 
out: And therefo2e let him continuallie I 
trie vnto God and ſaye: O Lo2d make 
ſoſte my harde and ſtonye hearte, let it 
be a melting hearte, that t hy holy wozde * 
mape grobe in it fo: euer. J woulde to 
G O D, this docrine of our Sautonr - 
Chziſt, mighte make euerpe of vs to 
fremble and ſhake (as indede if if were 
well weighed , it is ſo fearefull, that it 
mighte cauſe the haire of our heades ta 
ffand vp) fo2 then would we not ſo loſe⸗ 
lie and ſecurelie walke in the hardnes k 
dur heartes, there would not bee ſo ma» 
nye backlliders in time of perſecution: 
there would not bee ſo manye bꝛaue boa- | 
ſters and pꝛaters of Religion , who are 
rend ie to pull in their hoznes, and fo hide 
their heades, ſs ſoone as there is anpe 
feare of daunger, 02 lykelyhood of per- 
ſecution:nepther would men beare them 
ſelues in hand, that they be iollp Pꝛofeſ- 
B. v. ſoꝛs | 
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(028 , when ther have but a little faſfed 
of the wo2ve, and are no mo2e but emp- 
tie barrels, which giue a greate ſounds, 
Here then we beſet a woozk with great 
tople, to haue this ſame harde ſfonye 
ground made tote, and fit to receiue this 
heauenlpe ſeede. And hee which is not 
care full in this popnt, to take paines, pee 
Ghall ſee him ware ſo harde, that eucn as 
a continuall raine dzopping vppon a 
Rocke of ſtone maketh it neuer the ſofs 
ter, fo nothinge can make his heart to 
relente. This may teach vs then to ceaſe 
maruelling, when we (ee ſo many which 
willingly giue themſelues to bee taught, 
and haue ſtill little remozce of ſinne. 
The Loꝛde foz his mercie ſake make vs 
wiſe and ſharpe ſighted to iudge of oure 
ſelues: not to bee leade on fozwarde in a 
carnall pꝛofeſſion, but to giue credite fo 
gur heaucnlye teacher, who hath heere 
opened his holy month to inſtrage vs fo 
plainlye, and befoze hand to warne vs 
of the great daunger: that we may lkicre 
bp our ſelues, and be quickened in our 
dull ſpirits, with all humble ſubmillion, 
and bowing towns our neckes, to = 

ceiue 


22 „„ „ eee . . en &4 &Þs 


Parable of th: Sower, 


ceine the docrine of sur Lozve, and fo 
open our hearfes in ſuch ſozte that hee 
map digge in them, and thzuſte in his 
ſpade to the bottome. Foz otherwyſe, 
it cannot gae well with vs. Jf this were 
pꝛadiſed among vs, wee ſhoulde not haue 
ſo manie olde ruſtie Pꝛoteſl antes: which 
if a man talne with them from moꝛning 
to night, they are able to continue ſpeach 
in reciting ſtoꝛies and places of Scrip- 
ture, and will vtter matter againſt the 
doctrine of the Pope: but lette a man 
brge them with the doctrine ofreacne- 
ration, and ſtande vpon the neceſſity of 
ſincere Repentaunce,ſhewing them that 
they muſte bee trulpe humbled vnder the 
burthen of their finnes, that they muſte 
moztifte and ſubdne their carnall luſtes: 
this is fo hard a cruſt fo their old tœth. 
This matter doeth marre all: this doeth 
robbe them of their 'glozie : and therc⸗ 
foze they canne not willinglie abyde to 
heare of it. Let vs come nowe to the 


thirde kinde of grounde, which receiucth 


the ſeede among the tho2ns:here is depth 
inough of earth :ſo 5̊ as the ſecond ſoꝛte of 


hearers ſeemed to go far beyond the u 
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fo theſe ſeeme to goe farre beyond them, 
and to come nigher to eternall life, foz 
bare the woꝛd doth grow and hath rote 
ſo deepe , that it ſpꝛingeth foo2th ſo farre, 
that Chꝛiſt ſaieth,it groweth vp, and the 
thoꝛnes grow vp with it, the ſtalke doth 
ſhoote fooꝛth the eare, and lacketh but ri⸗ 
ping. Foꝛ this may bee p2oued by Saint 
Luke, who ſaieth that they bee nat (Te- 
leſphorountes) that is, ſuche as beare 
ripe and fimely fruite: fo2 theſe p2ofeCſ- 
foꝛs doe manye good wooꝛkes, and ſeeme 
to bꝛinge foꝛth the fruites of the Golſpel: 
and that in ſuche wiſe that men can not 
alwapes diſcerne them, but thinke their 
deedes to be notable: but Ch2ilte Jeſus 
doth ſhe w that their woꝛkes befaze God, 
(who onelp cannot bee decepued) are as 
Coꝛne which lacketh riping, which ber⸗ 
ing ouerſhadowed with buſhes, withe- 
reth in the eare and commeth to naught: 
this 13 a daungcrous caſe if wee looke 
not toit: That a man mape heare the 
Copel! pꝛeached, carrie it awap, bee mo⸗ 
ued thereby to doe manie good woorkes: 
and yet hee danned. Yee is a thouſande 
folde madde thereroze, which doeth not 

looke 
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loke to himſelfe in this point: fo trie 
what ſoundneſle there is in the fruits of 
his faith, and how ſincercly hee doth im⸗ 
bꝛace Gods woꝛde. As befoze J ſaive, 
that ſome would obiec and ſap, this will 
deſtroy the faith, ſo am J ſure that here 
it will be ſaide much moꝛe: becauſe this 
ſeemeth to take away the ſureſt friall of 
faith: if a man may not by and by ſape, 
J haue god wozkes, therefoze J haue 
the true and liuelp faith: J aunl were, 

that whoſoeuer hath any god wozke in 
him, the ſame hath the true faith, which 
hath bzought fozth that god woꝛke, be- 
taule it is impoſſible without faith to do 
any god thing, oz to haue any god mo? 
tion 02 intent: but withall J ſape, that 
it is one thing to ſeeme god befoze men, 
and another thing fo2 to be geod in deed 
befoze God. In outward appearaunces 
there is little difference betweene the 
n&d decds of them which feare God lin- 

cerely,and the vntimelp fruite of woꝛld⸗ 
lings: but God whoſe eye doth not loks 
vpon the outward ſhewe, but the inward 
affection,ſeeth which p2occedeth of faith, 


and which doth pꝛoceede of vaine glo2te, 
92 
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oz ſome other ſiniſter reſpec, and putteth 
as great difference betweene them, as hs 
did between p ſacrifices of Cayne and A- 
bel. Ne muſt take herd then, p the fruites 
of our faith be ripe and timelp, other wile 
they be good but in ſhew, We muff come 
then to ſeꝛ firſt what theſe thoꝛnes are:in 
S. Matthew they are called, the cares of 
this woꝛld and the deceitfulnes of riches: 
m©.Luke:the cares of riches, and pleas 
ſures of this life. And in very deed, theſe 
thoꝛnes do grow together. Foz were if 
not fo2 the pleaſures of this life, there 
would be no cares of riches: he whiche 
doth ſecke greedilp fo2 wealth, if is eps 
ther becauſe he woulde be able to haue 
wvherewithall to nll the luſts of p fleſh, 
and fo pamper his body delicately: oz els 
to ſct fo2th himſelf in pꝛide, and fo clyme 
ambitiouſly to honour, Fo2 ſo long as a 
man doeth take pleaſure in any of theſe, 
ſo long he is touetous t raketh together 
ſo much, that as the common ſaying is, 
he raketh vp the Dinell and all. What 
muſt we do then? Dar heartes are as a 
ground that is ranke, and bꝛingeth fo2th 
many werds: we are (et a wozke as God 

ſpea⸗ 
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ſpeak eth by his Pꝛophete Jeremy. Chap. 
4. 4. Plow vp your falo w, and ſow not a- 
mong vd thozns:we mult put all diligfcs 
and care Þ our heartes may be rid of ſuch 
noiſome weeds as will choke the wozd of 
God, and make Þ it ſhall not bzing foozth 
fruit in vs. So long as we ſuffer any of 
theſe in vs, either to lone daintie and dee 
licafe feeding of our fleſh, and to fill our 
ſelues with the luſts therof, oz fo be gal- 
latin þ eies of men, and hautelp to lift vp 


bdurſelues in our vaingloztousminds,and 


fo2 Þ maintenance of theſe delights bend 
our care fo the wozld:ſo long ſhall we be 
vnpꝛofitable ſcholers in þ ſchol of Chꝛiſt. 
Alas poꝛe men which wold faine come fs 
Ood, and pet are glucd to the wozld,they 
offer one hand to Chꝛ iſt, and p other to þ 
diuel:thep can talk of þ ſpirit, and yet are 
led by þ fleſh; p goſpel is in their month, 
and couetouſnes lodgeth in their hearts: 
their woꝛks gliſter and are greene befo2e 
men and are withered befoze God : they 
ſeeme to be faithful and are faithles,fo be 
heires of glo2p,and pet are the childzenof 
cofuſt6. Ther are great plety of theſe hea 
rers,Q ſpecially in ſuch places, wher ther 
is 
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is wealth and honours : howe many fall 


away choked with the woꝛlde? And pet 


we are not afraid of our ſelues to take 
heede that we ſtand faſf, A great mercy 
of God it is that we haue not onely the 
doctrine lapde befoze vs, but alſo feareſul 


examples: ſo that we map buy our wit | 


with other mens coſt. Foz when we ſee 
the wozld with delightes and pleaſures, 
with couetouſneſſe and ambition, to car- 
rie away thoſe whiche pꝛof eſſe the Goſs 
pell, is not our owne matter in hande, 
are not we made of the ſame mettall 
they are, doth not the wozld aſſault vs as 
it doth them? Ves, and we ſhalbe ouer⸗ 
come alſo, if the Loꝛde haue not mercie 
vpon vs. The hardneſſe of this wozke, 
dught not to diſcoꝛage oꝛ make vs ſlack, 
but hearing what Chzilt ſairh, whome 
we ought to beleenc,the moze bacde, the 
moꝛe we are to ſtirre vp our ſelues, vn- 
leſſe we make ſmall reckoning of the 
ſaluation of our 9ules. De ß ſhal peeld 
and gine ouer the digging bp of theſe 
the2ncs,becauſe he percetucth they grow 
de epe in his heart, and ſpꝛing as faſt as 
he can cut them : is not wozthy to enter 

into 
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into lite: dee which will not continnally 
till and werde this grounde, mape well 
haue the 11 in ſome ſoꝛte fo2 to 

in him, but not to ſaue him. Deare⸗ 
le beloned Wee mule dee ſurgly perlwa⸗ 
ded of this, that as there be manie godly 


men, ſo they haue attaine» it with great 


labour and toile, vea, they are Cill ſet a 
woꝛzke and cannot come to an ende, be⸗ 
caule theſe thoznes connot bee vtterlye 
roted our. 
hoſe are areaflye cuerſeene which 
/ it to be aneaſte thinge to pzofelle 
zilt unto laluation: and make no M 
ther atcounte but to bee Goſpellers , 
eaſe:ir they can vanquilh in tation, 
to thinke they haue wonne the fteld: nog 
no, they haue a hearte which is harde fo 
puercome: they haue thoznes which will 
not eaſelp be deſtroied:here lieth the vic- 
toꝛie and getting of the ſpurs: this man 
ſhall bee crowned becauſe hee hath wil⸗ 
linglye ginen vp himſelfe to the power of 
Gods grace to purge his hearte , and fo 
make roome foz the holie woozde, that it 
— grow there — not bee ouer- 
wed and choaked, 
C. Noos 
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Nowe lette vs marke well that which is 
ſayde heere, both of the Tonte and alſd 
or the thoznie grounde, bbwe farre th 

pꝛoceede in pꝛoſeſſing Chlſt, and imbz 

ting his Goſpell ; and we ſhall plainelp 
ſer, how greatlie thoſe carnall Golpelicrs 
whiche will not haue Fayth fo bes fryed 
by the fruites, are deceiued: Faith fafth, 
(ſay they) is that which doeth ipſtifte, it 
is true indeede, buf not a fruitleſſe faith: 
whoſocucr beleeueth ſhall be ſaued: if ig 
even ſo , but not aftet euer ie kinde of be⸗ 
liefe: fo: then why ſhould not fhcle two 
ſo2ts of herers be ſaued, it is merneilous 
when the Stripture is ſo cent, t cut 
Saniour Chziſt ſpeaketh (s plainly, that 
this groſe and doltiſh errour ſhoulde poſ- 
ſeſſe the mindes of fo manic, But mdecve 
it is a ſweete dotrine, when a man mape 
let looſe the ratnes to all the luſtes of the 
leſhe, atthe [caſt thus farre, not to vere 
« to2mente himſelke in lubduing them, 
vet by faith to be ſaued. When Yeauen 
Bell meete together, and God and the 
diuell be recontiled, then ſhal theſe fleſh- 
lie Cpicures, and vaine pꝛowde men 
come to their happineſſe. When 71 
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ſhall denye that which hee hath hare 
btfer2d , then ſhall theſe be true belee⸗ 
ners. 

Let men therkoꝛe take heede that they 
be not deceiued, noꝛ made ſlacke in lok⸗ 
ing to the fruits of their faith and moꝛti⸗ 
fication of vaine fleſhly luſts, th2ongh Þ 
pꝛophane pꝛatling of ſuch wozldly belly 
Gods:belceue nat them, but beleeue Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt, who telleth you that it is not 
inough to heare the word, 4 fo reteiue it 
with top,t to let it growe in vs, vnleſſe 
it bꝛing foozth reaſonable and timelpe 
fruit in vs. 

Againe, let vs marke how ffrong and 
inuincible an Argument map be gattze⸗ 
red out of this text againſt all contem⸗ 
ners and deſpiſers of the woꝛde, ſuch as 
care not foꝛ hearing: theſe thz& ſoꝛtes of 
hearers, are befoꝛe them, 1 neerer fo chzi⸗ 
ſtianitp then thep, and pet come ſhozt : 
therfoꝛe it muſt needes follow, that ſuch 
ignozant Atheiſts, as neither know, noz 
deſtre to knowe any thing above this 
wo:ld, are very far from God, although 
theo would ſceme with their month and 
lips fo dꝛab here vnto him, Foz if this 

C. ij. mat⸗ 


A Sermon on the 


matter were well obſerned, men would 


not regar de noꝛ haue thoſe men in eſtt- 
mation to be good & honeſt, who are very 
dogs oz ſwine, nat regarding p.pzecious 
pearle afthe Goſpel, ready to bark x 
bite at thoſe which bing it. Let a man 
inquire thus, not of a few. but of p grea⸗ 
teſt part of men, howe ſay ye to ſuch a 
man, what thinke pe of him? he is (ſape 
they) a nery god man, a god natursd 
man, a gentle perſon, truſtp to his frend, 
ſure of his woꝛd, t doth keepe as god an 
houſe as any man of his calling in all 
this hire, But how is he affected vnto 
Gods wo2d:is he zcalous in religiõ: May 
ſurely, J did neuer heare 5̊ he did deale Þ 
way, he is a very quiet man, no medler 
at al. O notable honeſt man, as deuout 
in the laws of God as þ ho:fe whiche he 
ridcth vpon, as careful to haue Gods glo- 
rie aduaunced, as the ſwine in the ſtie, a 
great deale bchinde theſe vnp2ofifable 
beacers, which arc taſtawaies:t yet fo2- 
ſoth being very bzuit beaſts befoꝛe God 
(in y ſtate they be in, vet vnleſſe p Lozd 
call them to bee zealous of his glo21e) 
they mult be reputed foz the beſt 2 
ur 
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Our fleldes are fall of ſuch Cattell as 
theſe, and if the Lozd doe not put too his 
helping hand, our caſe is very miſerable. 
Ik anie of thoſe which were ſo zealons 
5 heare, that they woulde to their hin⸗ 

eraunce in wozldlye matters leaue off 
their buſineſſe,and follow pꝛeaching, as 
thcſe which flocked to heare Chziff, were 
pet neuertheleſſe reteced, becauſe they 
did not ſincerely as they ſhoulde: what 
chall we ſape of thoſe which will not ſep 
out at their dooꝛes, euen when they haue 
nothing to do, vnles it be to ſit at cards 
o2 tables. If ſuch a man mape be dam⸗ 
ned, as is moned with ſome delight, 
when he heareth the wozde pzeached : 
What ſhall we indge of thoſe wodden 
blockes and ſottiſh men, who fele no 
moꝛe iope in it then a poſt, when it is 
vttered vnto them: Ik ther be ſome go to 
deſtruction, which tonfoꝛme themſelues 
and haue a ſhew of fruite by the wo2de: 
wher ſhal thoſe wzetches apprare, whom 
the holy wozd of God can not moue one 
whit, to refoꝛme their diſoꝛdered e beaſts 
ly behauiours. I nede not to ſtand to 
inueigh out of this place againſt thoſe 
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helhoũ ds, which dare open their mouths 
to repꝛoch and ſlaunder the ſetting fozth 
of the Gaſpel, The Loꝛde diminiſh the 
number of them. 

The laſt kinde of ground, are the god 
hcarers, which do not onely receiue the 
ſeede, but alſo b2ing fozth the fruits ther- 
ef, Although not euer one a like oz in 
the fame meaſure, foꝛ ſome bꝛing foo2th 
an hand2eth folde, ſome firfy folde, ſome 
thirtie folde,accoding to the meaſure of 
Gods graces in them. 

Although here be great ods in b: ing⸗ 
ing foꝛth the fruites, pet they be all ac⸗ 
cepted and actompked fo! good grounde, 
ttue Chꝛiſtians, and ſincere pꝛołeſſoꝛs of 
godlineſſe: now as we be tanght hecre 
that it is required of all to be doers, as 
S. lames (arti, and not hearers only cha. 
1. ver. 22. ſo are we alla taught, not to des 
ſp iſe oꝛ raſhly to tondemne thoſe. which 
do not bꝛing fooꝛth io great a meaſure of 
fruit as others do: True it is, as Chꝛiſt 
ſaith, herein is my father gloꝛified, that 
ye bꝛing fooꝛth much fraite. lohn. 15.8. 
ut it is alſo as true which he ſaith in 


th ſecon verſe of the ſame chapter, Es 
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uerie bzaunch that bꝛingeth foꝛth fruites 
he purgeth, that it may bꝛinge foꝛth moꝛt 
ftnite Then to bꝛing fo2th moſt, is moſte 
or all ta bee deſired, that God maye haue 
the greateſt glozie : to bzinge foozth the 
leaſt is not to bee contemned, becauſe 
the-L 02d in time doth purge the, e make 
them moꝛe fruiffull. A neede not fs ſtand 
berre foꝛ to handle manye thinges, oz to 
make large expoſition, the matter is ex⸗ 
cxding plaine, there is no moze but this, 
that all our care in hearinge 2 p:ofefſing 
the Goſpell, bee to reteiue it into good 
ground, and fo bꝛinge foozth the fruites 
thereof, Nhat ſhould J ſtande to rip vp 
the ſhamefull abuſe in the contrarie, to 
vtter how manie euill fruites there be in 
many which are Goſpellcrs, This ſhould 
bee but as it werz lo light a candle in the 
cleare Sun ſhine,fo2 all men do ſc them. 
I doe not ſpeake this as though it ſhoald 
not bee god to crie out againſt them: but 
becanſe the fozmer thinges which J haue 
now vttered, doe fully diſcloſe them. And 
therefoze J will heere ende, deſiring the 
Loꝛd to weite theſe things in our hearts, 


which wes haue heard with our out wald 
C. iin earss, 


A Sermon on the 


eares,and to make vs good ground, to re⸗ 
teiue þ heauenly ſede, and to bꝛing foꝛ th 
kruites ofthe ſame , that glozifipng him 
in this wozld, we map be glozifled 
ol him in the wozld to come, 
thꝛough Jeſus Chziſt 
our Lozde, 
Amen, 
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